Christian Empire II
I.

Rise of Islam



A.
Mohammed born in Mecca, Saudi Arabia in the year 571. 



B.
At age 40, he began to write down a revelation dictated by 

the angel Gabriel called the Quran. 

C.
In 622, Mohammed met with 72 men of Medina by night 

and took an oath.  Twelve of the 72 were chosen as elders and the rest were termed disciples. 

D.
During this time, Mohammed continued to have revelations.  Combat was immediately born of the new religion and first war was between Mecca and Medina. Mohammed was born in Mecca (Saudi Arabia) in the year 571.  



E.
By 651, the Moslems had conquered Palestine, Syria, 

Persia and most of Egypt.

F. By 697, they had overrun much of North Africa and took 

Spain in 715.

G.
Islam would continue to spread in influence and over land for several more centuries.

H.

Beliefs of Islam



(1)
God is an absolute unity. May have been influenced by Arians still active on the fringes of the Roman Empire.



(2)
Mohammed is the last in a long line of prophets 


beginning with Moses.



(3)
Bible not Word of God because of its variant readings, its 

corruption in meaning, and corruption of the text itself.
(4)
The teachings of the Bible are not authentic, but the 


“gospel of Barnabas” (which can be proved to be written 

in the Middle Ages) is the true gospel of Jesus:  Jesus is a 

prophet, not Messiah, not Son of God, not crucified, and 

foretold coming of Mohammed.  
II.

Development of the Papacy



A.
Rise of Rome to Papacy




(1)
One patriarch in West vs. two in the East.




(2)
Supported Petrine foundation of church.




(3)
Early recognition of Rome in position of honor.




(4)
Freedom in West from local rivalries.

(5) Transfer of Roman capital from Rome to Constantinople and subsequent weakness of rulers.

(6)
Barbarian invasions:  Leo helped protect Rome in diplomacy with Attila the Hun and later helped limit plundering of Rome through diplomacy with Gaiseric the Vandal.




(7)
Civilization was moving westward.




(8)
Political craftiness of several bishops of Rome.




(9)
Usually Rome was champion of orthodox.

(10)
Rome was little affected by Mohammedan invasions.




(11)
Mutual jealousies of other patriarchates

B.
A chronological list of important persons and events down 


through the history of the Papacy.



(1)
Pope Leo I (440-461 AD)




(a)    
First to claim the papacy:  circumstances in his 

favor.  The East rent by dogmatic controversies, Africa 

devastated by the barbarians; and the West had a weak 

emperor.  Leo felt strongly about the primacy of Peter.




(b)
His Tome (expressing view of the West as 


previously stated by Tertullian) was approved at 


Chalcedon: Jesus in neither manhood without true 


Godhead nor true Godhead without true manhood, and in 

Christ two full and complete natures come together in one 


person  “without detracting from the properties of either nature 
and substance.”

(c)
He insisted he had the right of hearing appeals of bishops.  He said that resistance to his authority was a sure way to hell.  In spite of this, the council of Chalcedon in 451 gave the Patriarch of Constantinople equal prerogatives with the patriarch of Rome. 

(2)
Gelasius (492 – 496 AD)



(a)
Made higher claims to primacy of Rome than Leo.



(b)
Claimed that pontiff was higher than king.

(3)   
Emperor Justinian (527 – 565 AD):  Justinian believed in and 
exercised the right to legislate for every area of ecclesiastical life.  
Despite this, Justinian was cooperative with the “patriarchs” at 
Rome and Constantinople.

(4)
The Merovingian Kingdom and the Church (496 –752 AD):  The conversion of the Merovingian chieftain in 496, Clovis, (a Frankish warrior) is an event of primary importance in the history of the 
papacy.  Under his leadership the Western Catholics won Gaul, 
Burgandy, and Bavaria.  Since the Franks were not highly civilized it was hard to control them.

(5)
Gregory I (the Great) (590 – 604 AD)



(a)
Sometimes called “The Last of the Latin Fathers and the 


First of the Popes.”



(b)
Developed doctrines of purgatory and prayer for dead.



(c)
Great executive ability.

(d) Made peace with the Lombards (599 AD) a formally barbarian group that had settled in northern Italy and established a kingdom.
II.

Monasticism



A.
Reasons for:




(1)
Religious ambition.




(2)
Sense of vanity of world.




(3)
Inclination to solitude.




(4)
Over emphasis of other moods over against 



reforming spirit.




(5)
As a protest against worldliness.




(6)
Dualistic concept of life:  matter (body) is evil.



B.
Development of 




(1)
Local


(2)
Eremitic (Anchoretic). (This means to be a hermit, recluse)




(3)
Coenobitic (belief in communal living)




(4)
Monastic Orders.



C.
Founding of Orders




(1).       Benedictine (529):  Benedict of Nursia.





i. 
“Benedictine Rule”:  Balanced life 




consisting of prayer, meditation, religious 



reading, outdoor work, and nourishing 



food.





ii.
Cluny (910)





iii.
Cistercians (1092):  Famous monk, 




Bernard of Clairvaux (1115).





iv.
Franciscans (1210).





v.
Dominicans (1218).



D.      Possible Advantages.




(1)       Provided strong resistance to worldliness and 


furnished a challenge to holy living to the Church.




(2)
A powerful means of attracting pagans to 



Christianity.




(3)
Promoted theological study and served as a 



seminary and school system for clergy.




(4)
Filled a real need for men of deeply devotional 


nature.




(5)
Afforded a refuge and means of reformation for 


cast-offs of society.  Offered health to the sick.

(6)
Produced saints and missionaries. 



E.
Disadvantages.




(1)
It withdrew large numbers of good men from 


active service in Christ’s cause.




(2)
It seemed to put more emphasis on “sanctity” than 


on simple salvation.  Thus it fostered spiritual 


pride and hypocrisy.  It divided Christians and 


tended towards holier-than-thou-ism.

(3)
It filled Christendom with radically wrong ideas of religion and morality.

(4)
It nourished fanaticism, superstition, relic worship.

(5)
It fostered dualism and the idea that flesh was evil. 




(6)
It discouraged marriage. 




(7)
It brutalized many men.  Too strict limitations


led to immoral conduct.




(8)
Sometimes idle men joined just to escape 



the work-a-day world.




(9)
It was a most influential factor in the 




development of the hierarchy.



F.
Opposition to:  main opposition—Jovinian (4th C.), 


who argued that there was no exaltation in 



remaining celibate, and that baptism was more 


important than monasticism.  He stated that the 


rewards will be the same in Heaven for all..

III.
Jerome and the Vulgate (d. AD 420)



A.
Guilt-wracked monk living in the desert




(1)
Ashamed because he admired pagan authors




(2)
Battled memories of a strip show he saw in Rome



B.
Hatred of all things physical




(1)
Virginity of Mary perpetual




(2)
Refused to bathe



C.
Two female companions  who also shared Jerome’s 


hatred of all things physical and refused to bathe




(1)
Marcella, a brilliant biblical scholar who helped 


him translate the original Greek and Hebrew into 


vulgar (common) Latin.




(2)
Paula, who became his confidant.




